
was seeking Jesus. Surely no 

one was seeking Jesus with their 

heart. Jesus reveals this when he 

asks Mary, “Whom do you 

seek?” (Jn 20.15).   I sense the 

words of exasperation from 

Mary. “They have taken away 

my Lord and I  do not know 

where they have laid 

him!”(20.16) Finally her heart 

was in it, seeking Jesus wherev-

er he is. It was then Jesus re-

vealed himself to her. She runs 

away, heart full of joy, with 

these words, “I have seen the 

Lord.” (20.18) 

     As Easter approaches and we 

start to seek Jesus more openly 

in appearance, may Jesus catch 

us unaware. May he approach 

our half-hearted search only to 

ignite our hearts to truly see 

him, the living, conquering, 

reigning Lord  that we long to 

see from the beginning of our 

search. Rather than going 

through some motions, Jesus 

invites us to open our hearts to 

see and hear him wholly and 

whole heartedly- not as we pre-

scribe, but beyond even that. 

We joyously find him not at all 

where we expect him to be, but 

beside us and inviting us to the 

sure sign of eternal life. Bless-

ings. 

 

In the Risen Lord,  

Rev. Robert D. Cummings 

From the Pastor 

Covenant Caller 
“When you seek me, you will find 

because you will seek me with all 

your heart.” - Jer. 29.13 

 

     How quickly the signs of spring 

are evident. Crocus, daffodils, and 

buds on trees are coaxed out by the 

sun and warmth. I’ve even been told 

that when the peepers are heard on 

ponds, the sap run is over for the 

maple trees and spring is here. A 

sure sign, then of seeking spring is 

to seek  peeps. Sounds a little 

strange doesn’t it? 

     The gospel accounts tell us 

something else about seeking. We  

mostly seek half-heartedly. We find 

the reflection of that in the women 

who go to find Jesus in the tomb. 

The women go out before the dawn, 

under the cover of darkness to seek 

the tomb. But they were not neces-

sarily seeking Jesus. They were 

seeking a body. They were seeking 

a loss. They were seeking a way in 

and around the guards and stone that 

blocked their path. They seemed 

almost half-hearted. Another way to 

say it,  is that their hearts weren’t in 

the task. They would have much 

rather done something else. They 

were trying to find something that 

would  be about life rather than 

death. They were in fact seeking a 

tomb and a lifeless body. 

    

   They seem so surprised to find 

the tomb open and no guards pre-

sent. The sight was not what they 

expected, stone rolled aside, 

guards missing. They immediate-

ly thought, “Jesus is gone!” He 

was, but not the way, they imag-

ined. Half hearted and perhaps 

now confused, they never noticed 

Jesus. The very one they said they 

were seeking was who they 

missed at first.  

     The tomb seekers  reflect us. 

They are us. Our seeking of God 

is distracted, half-hearted. So 

many times we have our minds 

already made up, focused upon 

where, when and how we are to 

meet Jesus. If Jesus isn’t where 

and how we prescribed, we look 

past him to our work, to our 

pleasures, or to other ideas.  

There is a certain time, a certain 

place,  like at a church rally as an 

adult, a funeral service, or retreat, 

where we are looking for Jesus. 

We are half-heartedly, not really, 

expecting to meet Jesus. We look 

past him until we are ready. He is 

a name and person of the past. 

We don’t’ expect to find him 

standing and speaking, present in 

our lives. 

     Jesus catches us unaware. His 

resurrection took everyone com-

pletely by surprise. Yes we, who 

are reading the gospels and look-

ing back, can see precisely where 

Jesus is all the time.  But no one 
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Women’s Association 

This years Women’s Association will be held on May 6, 2019 at 

6:00 p.m.  Every lady of Covenant is invited to come for an evening 

guaranteed of laughter, joy and delicious food.  Please bring a gen-

erous meat or vegetable casserole, salad or dessert to share.  Place 

setting, rolls and beverages will be provided.  A representative 

from The American Association for Lost Children will be speaking 

and a free will offering will be taken.  Through the Rummage Sale, we are able to contribute 

to this organization yearly.   Bring a friend, sit back and relax.  See You there!!!  

Our Mission is: 

“To equip the saints for the work of the ministry for the building up the body of Christ.”  

Ephesians 4:12 

If you see Kathy Huber, tell her THANK YOU for serving as 

our Children’s Ministry Coordinator for the past 11 years.  

We are constantly amazed at God’s grace in providing gift-

ed individuals to serve on the ministry team here at Cove-

nant.  Here are just a few of the activities and programs 

that Kathy facilitated and coordinated while she was here: 

Our Sunday School program for children aged Pre-K to 

grade 5; Vacation Bible School and Youth Club; supported 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) program and our pre-

school program; maintained the church library and Chris-

tian Education resources; seasonal activities; and encouraged families to send their children to 

summer camp.  That is one impressive list!  

Kathy, we are going to miss you and we could not have done it without you!  All our thanks for 

your tireless efforts, for your intentionality to serve our church family and community so faith-

fully. 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you. 

May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord show you his favor and give you peace.” 

Numbers 6:24-26 



Youth Bible studies are 
going strong! Youth can 
join us Sundays at 2 for a 
chance to explore God's 
Word together! 

 

Our annual trip to Splash Lagoon was a big hit! 
Every student had a great time. 

 

 

This has been a fun year 
for games! We have been 
playing spike ball relays, 
gaga ball, march madness 
toilet paper dodgeball, and 
many more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wrapped up a 5 week series on what Jesus says 
about prayer in Matthew 5-6. Students had conversa-
tions about aspects of prayer that they hadn't consid-

ered before, and the 
increase in their indi-
vidual prayer lives 
has had a noticeable 
impact on the group 
as a whole.  



 
 

  
Our winter term of 
Youth Club was full 
of fun and fellow-
ship. The 2nd-5th 

graders met each Thursday afternoon from 
January 24 through March 14. Our study 
this term was “The Way to Obey”. We 
talked about how God treasures obedience 
and rewards those who obey. We learned 
that our actions, thoughts and words have 
consequences and that we will be blessed if 
we faithfully obey the Lord. 

 

 During our weeks together, we also en-
joyed a scavenger hunt inside the church 
which was lots of fun for all. We were visited 
by Pine Springs Camp and Ligonier Camp and 
Conference Center who played games with us 
and talked about great summer camping op-
portunities. Our annual limbo contest was 
great fun as Abby Shaffer and Evan Ander-
son took top honors! Our term ended with the 
annual carnival, which is always greatly antici-
pated and tons of fun! We enjoyed games, 
prizes, cupcakes and ice cream. Thank you to 
all the parents who volunteered to help with 
the games and donated food. All the families 
were invited to attend and bring friends. 

 
The children and I want to 

give many thanks to Kathy and Ali-
son Mileca, Teri Lemmon, Erika 
Frye, Susie Kramer and Amanda 
Behie for all their help with Youth 
Club this term.  We also appreciate 
all the snacks that were donated by 
parents each week. Thank you to 
the congregation for all your contin-
ued prayers and support! 

 
“Jesus replied, ”If anyone 

loves me, he will obey my teaching. 
My father will love him, and we will 

come to him and make our home 
with him.” 

John 14:23 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=zFW0KiCG&id=F8D493F315F11EF23C7F81307475A3D3B4D3909F&thid=OIP.zFW0KiCGMxJSrQ2-XIRXEgHaFw&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tarves.org.uk%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2012%2f02%2fYClub.jpg&exph=327&expw=421&q=Youth+Clu


National Volunteer Appreciation Week 

April 7-13, 2019 

 

 Our church is blessed to have so many 

willing volunteers that care so much for the adults, children and families that pass 

through our doors. If you have ever tried to schedule something on the church cal-

endar, you know how busy this church is! Most of that is due to the love and ser-

vice of volunteers. To all those who give of their time serving on boards, arranging 

meetings and dinners, helping with youth and children’s activities, teaching, the 

list goes on and on.....thank you for all you do! The love of the Lord you share as 

you serve is a blessing to all. Please remember to encourage each other as you vol-

unteer together! 

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My 

servant also be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”  John 12:26 

THINKING ABOUT SUMMER CAMP? 

Take a break from the cold weather to think about summer camp and how it will fit into 

your family’s summer plans!  We are blessed to have three Christian camps very close to us 

that can give a child an amazing experience.  Information about all three camps can be ob-

tained by calling the following phone numbers, visiting the web sites below or by contacting 

the Church Office.  A week or two of fun could be waiting for you! 

                                 Ligonier Camp & Conference Center, Ligonier  

                                     724-238-6428    www.ligoniercamp.org   

 

Pine Springs Camp, Jennerstown  

814-629-9834    www.pinesprings.org  

 

 Summer’s Best Two Weeks, Boswell 

814-629-9744    www.sb2w.org  
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http://www.ligoniercamp.org/
http://www.pinesprings.org/
http://www.sb2w.org/


REPORT ON THE GENERAL FUND 

January 2019 

 Contributions       $15,176 

    Transfer from General Fund to Mission Fund   (   1,518) 

 Expenditures      ( 33,967) 

 Difference                     ($20,309) 

February 2019 

 Contributions       $21,041 

 Transfer from General Fund to Mission Fund   (   2,104) 

 Expenditures      ( 34,292) 

 Difference                                  ($ 15,355) 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 

      Balance January 1  $102,274 

          Investment CIV        4,777 

      Balance January 31  $107,051 

           Investment CIV         1,097  

      Balance February 28  $108,148 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES . . . 

ON LINE GIVING ~ If you would like to make a one-time or ongoing contribution visit our website 
www.cpclig.net and click on the DONATE NOW tab, or contact the Church Office. 

ON LINE BANKING ~ Most financial institutions offer online banking, allowing you to set up either one-time 
or recurring donations.  Contact your bank to learn more about this option.  

http://www.covenantpresbyterianchurch.net
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