






















sanctuary facing Church Street and was dedicated during 
Passion Week services in 1923. 

In the front narthex of the church you will see a plaque 
illustrating Christian symbols in tooled copper. This 
beautiful plaque was made by the Youth Club Junior High 
students during the 1975 spring session. Mark Urch did the 
descriptive lettering on parchment in old English script. The 

plaque has been dedicate as a memorial in loving memory 
of Mark's father, John E. Urch. The windows in the Christian 
Education Building have been decorated with stained glass 
Christian symbols, a project of the Youth Club during the 

1975 fall term. Memorials are located throughout the 
sanctuary and church school: the baptismal font was given 

in memory of Mr. Arthur Clarence Manning; the bookcase in 
the Mary Watson class room was presented by relatives and 

friends in memory of Mr. John J. Urch; a small bookcase in 
the Martha Martins class room was placed in memory of 
Mrs. Bess Slocum by Circle No. 1, and a podium in the 
Christian Education Building was presented in memory of 
Mrs. Isabelle Wright, mother of Rev. George H. Wright. The 
most recent memorial is an oaken table, placed in the rear 
narthex in loving memory of Mrs. Jessie Huston Sweeney. 
Hymnals have been given from time to time by relatives and 
friends as memorial to faithful workers in Christ's kingdom. 

Over the years expansion and renovations were necessary. 
From the series of photos copied below, additional Sunday 
School classroom space was needed. The first photo shows 
a class in the existing cry room, which was open and only 
separated from the sanctuary space below via a waist high 
railing seen behind the class leader. 
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The ground floor of the new Christian Education building was 

erected, equipped, and dedicated March 9, 1958. 

Following are excerpts from the Trustee Meeting Minutes 

held on June 21, 1966: 
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The following summarizes activities and events under each 

Covenant pastor. 

The publication, "Old Redstone," notes the formal 

organization of the Ligonier Church on October 22, 1817, the 

first pastor, Rev. George Hill being installed November 3, 

1818. According to the centennial historical booklet, the 

Fairfield Church also called Rev. Hill to their pastorate 

because he had recently resigned from Donegal (Pleasant 

Grove) church. Hill served these two churches for five years 

until his death. 

Rev. Samuel Swan was ordained minister to all three local 

churches, Donegal-Fairfield-Ligonier, June 16, 1824, and 

served until 1841. Following his term was Rev. Albert Clark, 

who served the Ligonier-Donegal pastorates until 1851. 

During Rev. Clark's term, the small brick church was torn 

down and another larger brick structure was built and used 

for worship until 1902. He also organized a Female Seminar 

on the corner of Fairfield and Church Streets, and established 

the first Sabbath School at the Ligonier Church, and 

established the first Sabbath School at Ligonier Church. 

Two short pastorates followed: the Rev. David Harbison 

serving two years (1953-1855) before leaving for the 

Ebensburg Church, and Rev. John Allen Brown from 1856 to 

1859. 

Rev. Ross Stevenson was pastor from 1860 to 1871. He was 

the last to serve both Donegal and Ligonier parishes. During 

the service of Rev. Edward McKinley the church was split and 

in 1872 he accepted the call from the congregation in 

Ligonier. In this period the Ladies Mission Society and the 
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